HTA October 2021 Newsletter

Thank you for all who supported our Fall Refuge Clean-up and our Dune
Planting!

Highlights

Bond’s Park Survey

Township Plans for Bond’s Park

Fall Membership Meeting

Membership Record Smashed (again)

Resilient LBI

Offshore Wind Development and Virtual Open House Updates
Upcoming Water Usage Rates

Taxes

. Dune Grass Available

10. Shuttles and Gators
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Updates

1. Bond’s Park Recreation Survey: The results of the survey were sent
in a separate email but can be found
here: https://bit.ly/HTABondsParkSurvey2021

2. Township Plans for Bond’s Park: Based on recent HTA discussions
with Town Hall regarding Bond's Park:

« The Township has seen the survey and seems to have no interest in
putting pickleball in Bond's Park. As we've mentioned before, they
appear to be pleased with the idea that the community is not calling for
further investment in Holgate at this time.

« They remain intent on taking back all of the land in Bond's Park that the
Township owns (without any indication of how it may or may not be
used at any point in the future).


https://bit.ly/HTABondsParkSurvey2021

« We requested but were not able to obtain agreement to have the
Township meet with the Palotta family to review the situation as the
Township believes it has already had several conversations with the
family about this. The Palotta family does not concur with this belief.

« There has been no indication that the Township is willing to consider
other alternatives to running the driveway out to Joan Road/Bay
Terrace. The HTA made sure they were clearly aware this is not what
the neighborhood wants.

« We have requested that the Township announce to the community the
property access plan when it is finalized. So far, there is no
agreement to do so although we will keep trying to achieve this.

3. Fall Membership Meeting: Special thanks to Dan Macone for
overseeing this event and thank you to the Trustees for hosting a
successful meeting that so many turned out to attend. While | was
away at a family wedding, it was wonderful to know so many from
Holgate could gather for great food and friendship.

4. Membership Record Smashed (again): It wasn’t that long ago that
membership was below 300 (out of approximately 800 homes) and we
are thrilled to announce we are now at 477 and counting. We thank

returning members for their continued support and welcome our new
members!

5. Resilient LBI: As a barrier island, LBl is at risk due to severe weather
and climate change but the potential solution costs are significant. As
part of a statewide effort, the Resilient Long Beach Island project is in
the scenario planning phase. The project team will present future flood
maps (impact scenarios) and resilience scenarios that will provide
options for island conditions now and several years to come. Please
consider attending one of their Scenario Planning Workshops or Open
House this week to learn more, share your opinions and help shape
the resulting regional resilience action



plan. https://bit.ly/ResilientNJLBI

6. Offshore Wind: The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management has
announced its intention to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement
for the Construction and Operation Plan that Atlantic Shores has
submitted. The scope of the review of the EIS is subject to public
comment and comments are welcomed now through November
1. This is a great opportunity for people to express their concerns
about the environmental impact that the off-shore wind project may
have. Comments are really directed to BOEM regarding what aspects
of impact it should study.

There will be three virtual scope meetings that the public can attend to
learn more or express views. Here is a link to the announcement:

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/09/30/2021-21300/notice-of-
intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-impact-statement-for-the-atlantic-shores-
offshore-wind

Here is a link to BOEM'’s website:
https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/state-activities/atlantic-shores

7. Upcoming Water Usage Rates: The following rates were published in
the last Commissioners Meeting and are expected to pass when the
second reading of the ordinance takes place on November 1.

Schedule No. 1
Residential Water Rates

Annual base charge per residential water meter with 1 residential unit up to
15,000 gallons per quarter per unit: $650.00


https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=75b4325c2b&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=a2920a3270&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=a2920a3270&e=b418a6b670
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Annual base charge per residential unit at properties with 1 water meter and
more than 1 residential unit located at the property up to 15,000 gallons per
quarter per unit: $650.00

Standby rate (when property is cut and capped): $200.00

Quarterly consumption per meter (per 1,000 gallons)

0-15,000 Included
15,001-25,000 $2.00
25,001-50,000 $4.00
50,001-100,000 $8.00
100,001-150,000 $12.00
150,001+ $16.00

8. Taxes: Based on figures posted in the last Commissioners meeting,
Long Beach Township in 2021 will have the lowest tax rate of all LBI
municipalities. The tax breakdown is:

« County (including Library and Open Space): $37.5 million
« School (including Regional and Local): $25.3 million
 Municipal (Open Space): $21.4 million

9. Dune Grass: Dune grass is now available in the Township’s municipal
yard. Our experience is it is better to plant as soon as possible to give
the grass the best chance to grow.

10. Shuttles and Gators: Commissioner Lattanzi reports that the very
popular shuttle program operated in the black this year and new buses
will be ordered. The free gator service has also been extremely well
received. However, the Township is reviewing if there should be any
method for charging since the operation is a significant cost. Given
the benefit to seniors and the disabled, we commented in the




Commissioners meeting that the gators should be considered a
community service and not a revenue generator.
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