HTA April 2025 Newsletter

This is the last newsletter that will go out to everyone on our mailing list. In May, only
active members for 2025 will receive the newsletter. If you are unsure if you or a family
may have already joined, we've added a list of street addresses of paid members to our
home page. Or you can respond to this email and we can look it up for you.

https://www.holgatetaxpayers.org/web/membership/membership-signup/

Please note the Save the Dates at the bottom of the newsletter for our dune planting
(May 17), Spring clean-up and Tunes By the Dunes concert (May 24) and annual
membership meeting (June 7)!
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Updates

1. Beach Conditions

« The expected high degree of erosion has once again created cliffs on the south
end. LBT will do everything possible to have all beaches accessible by
Memorial Day.


https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=bf88f81449&e=b418a6b670

e The HTA continues to ask all oceanfront owners to consider an aggressive dune
planting program. Dunes with mature bayberry and other native plants
survived Sandy much better than dunes without plantings. These plants also
do a much better job of holding blowing sand than dune grass.

« Please let us know if you need more information about what can be done to build
a stronger dune and protect your home investment.

2. Fire Marshal Inspection

« Homeowners who rent must have the Ocean County Fire Marshall perform an
annual inspection. The fee is $45. Register now as they are booked through
mid-May. https://www.co.ocean.nj.us/OC/FireMarshal/frmSmokeDetector.aspx

3. Water Tower

« The water tower is about to be painted as part of scheduled maintenance (the
same design will be maintained). A TEMPORARY pole has been set up so
that your wireless communications are not interrupted and will be removed
when the painting is completed.

« LBT is still waiting on permits to renovate the water tower buildings. Based on
our review of the original plans, the footprint of the structures will not
significantly change but the buildings must be raised.

4. Dogs on the Beach

« Dogs are permitted on the beach from October 1 to May 15 but must be
leashed. LBT has told us they will aggressively enforce this.

« Keep dogs away from any dead animals on the beach and please report any bird
deaths as noted in the following link: https://nj.gov/H5N1/

5. Boulevard Construction

« The construction going on north of Beach Haven is expected to conclude by
Memorial Day weekend. We are checking to learn how much of the patched
road will be able to be resurfaced or if it will be like a (bad) amusement park
ride for the foreseeable future.


https://www.co.ocean.nj.us/OC/FireMarshal/frmSmokeDetector.aspx
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=7cc7fa6c5e&e=b418a6b670

6. Holgate Boulevard Paving

« Mayor Mancini advised the HTA we should ask Ocean County about their plans
to raise and repave the Boulevard in Holgate. We will do so at the next OCC
meeting we are able to attend.

7. Boulevard Curbing

« The narrowness of the Boulevard in Holgate coupled with all of the pedestrian,
bicycle, and E-device traffic has led to renewed LBT consideration of
mandating curbing on ALL properties on the west side of the Boulevard. The
intention is that this would be the responsibility of the homeowner but would
only have to be done when the house is sold or substantially renovated. We
will issue a survey about this topic in the near future and would appreciate
everyone’s response.

8. LBT Commissioners Meeting Updates

« Tax Rate: Commissioner Lattanzi reported the tax rate for Long Beach Township
is the lowest on LBI and in Ocean County.

e Beach Umbrellas: Ed Quigley, who lost an eye due to a flying beach umbrella,
spoke of the need for greater safety. Please remember that all beach
umbrellas must be securely anchored and not just pushed into the sand.

« Erosion and Groins: Mayor Mancini reported there has been some progress in
discussions with other government agencies regarding the need for enhanced
groins however it is still unclear what the final resolution will be.

«Dune Grass: The Army Corps ran out of their supply of dune grass, leaving
some replenished areas on LBI without new grass. If they can obtain more
dune grass, it will likely be planted in the Fall.

9. Relevant Ordinances Passed on Second Reading

« 25-06. Allows the issuance of a $1,520,000 bond toward a $1,600,000
appropriation to buy the building housing the LBI Health Department. While
LBT is making the purchase, other LBI towns will be sharing the cost of the
building’s expenses, per the towns’ shared services agreement.

« 25-07. Updates the ordinance passed last December with the current list of all
employee salary ranges and announced township holidays.

« 25-08C. Reinstates the zoning ordinance that regulates how much outdoor
seating a restaurant may have, returning that number to pre-Sandy



levels. Restaurants may apply for increased outdoor seating through requests
to the LBT Land Use Board.

« Adopted ordinances in the process of being incorporated in the Township’s code
can be found here: https://ecode360.com/laws/LO1479

10.Relevant Ordinances Moved on First Reading

« 25-09. Authorizes the expenditure and appropriation of $810,000 in Open Space
Funds to purchase a lot on 6 Delaware Avenue (near Veteran’s Memorial
Park). This create seven new spaces to add parking for pickleball courts,
Veterans’ Park and access to public beaches.

o NOTE: This was subsequently passed in a special meeting on April
17 due to urgency required by the seller. Also approved at this
meeting were two resolutions: 25-0417.01 approved a Shared
Services Agreement with Barnegat Light for purchase of a storm drain
camera and vacuum truck to address flooding. The shared service
agreement qualifies the Township for a Local Efficiency Achievement
Program grant from the State of NJ. Resolution 25-0417.02 approved
the Township's opposition to the proposed rules of the NJ Protect
Against Climate Threat (NJPACT).

« First-reading ordinances are not currently available due to revisions being made
to the LBT website.

11.Beach Badges

« For information about purchasing any type of LBT beach badge (the three types
of seasonal badges and the weekly and daily ones), click on this link to go to
the LBT website

12.Rental Home Registration - REMINDER

« Business and rental homeowners must file a state-mandated registration with
LBT and pay a $100 fee. The deadline appeared to be April 1 but the
Township should still be accepting registrations, for now. For more
information: https://www.longbeachtownship.com/business-rental-property-
owner-registration-information/

13.Oceanfront Private Walkovers - REMINDER


https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=2162368255&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=0e71c9e4c2&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=0e71c9e4c2&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=d1f3e15017&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=d1f3e15017&e=b418a6b670

« If you already have a dune walkover permit for a dune walkover, you are set as it
is not necessary to reapply every year.

« If you don’t have a permit, you need to apply for one before you put down a dune
walkover. Call the LBT Zoning Department at 609.361.6679 to begin the
process.

« YOu must transplant any vegetation that would be in the path of the dune
walkover. Severe fines apply to any damage done to dune vegetation.

« Do NOT cut an opening in the dune fence at the beach side yourself. Call the
Department of Public Works at 609.361.6676 to schedule or you will be fined.

« Walkovers must be less than four feet in width.

« Dune walkovers need to be removed each year no later than October 31 and
cannot be placed on the dune until April 1.

14.NJ PACT (New Jersey Protecting Against Climate Threats) - REMINDER

e This is a 2020 executive order signed by Governor Murphy. While it might sound
positive, it makes a number of distant climate-related projections out to year
2100 but would require much more immediate changes to our flood ratings and
homes.

« We encourage everyone to become familiar with this initiative and the recently
proposed amendments. For example, it would require homes to be raised by
an additional 5 feet over current ordinances (if you think houses are tall now,
you ain’t seen nothing yet). This would only be required during new
construction and substantial renovations.

« If you support LBT’s position (see link below) regarding NJ PACT, please let your
state representatives know or we will all suffer the consequences.

o NJ Pact overview: dep.nj.gov/njreal/overview
o NJ PACT proposed amendments: dep.nj.gov/rules/proposal.pdf
o Long Beach Township’s
response: https://www.longbeachtownship.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/12/NJPACT-Letter.pdf

15.JCTA Updates

e The HTA’s successful dune planting program will take the lead in sharing
information about how other communities and homeowners can take steps to
preserve their dunes. During Superstorm Sandy, highly vegetated dunes
survived much better than dunes with little/no vegetation.


https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=669f652e1e&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=9913d6288b&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=94e2271853&e=b418a6b670
https://holgatetaxpayers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d476e88e333bca4eaf87c5d2&id=94e2271853&e=b418a6b670

16.Save the Dates

« Commissioners Meeting: Monday, May 5, 4pm (Town Hall Courtroom)

« Spring Dune Planting: May 17, 10am

« Spring Cleanup: May 24, morning (Come for breakfast; clean the beach)

« Tunes By The Dunes (or Bands By the Bay!) — Opening Night!: May 24, 4-6pm,
(Bond’s Park)

e Annual Membership meeting: June 7, 10am (Marine Field Station on Osborn
with guest speaker, Allie Meehan, Commissioner in charge of Public Works)



